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We regret to announce the death of Ferdinand Julius 
Dreer, an Honorary Vice-President of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, which occurred on May 24, 1902, in this 
city, where he was born March 2, 1812. He was elected a 
life member December 13,1852, and at the date of his death 
was the oldest member of the Publication Fund. 

Mr. Dreer enjoyed a well-merited reputation for philan- 
thropy, and was also known for many years as a collector of 
autograph letters. In 1890 he generously presented to the 
Historical Society " The Dreer Collection of Manuscripts," 
one of the most valuable collections of autographs and rare 
historical documents made by a private collector. It is 
arranged topically in volumes, and among the upwards ot 
one hundred and fifty thousand manuscripts of special 
interest to students of American history are eighty-five 
letters of "Washington (including the last letter written by 
him), forty-three letters of William Penn, two sets of the 
" Signers," members of the Continental Congress, generals 
and officers of the Continental army, Presidents of the 
United States, and numerous letters of Franklin, Lafayette, 
Jefferson, Robert Morris, Lincoln, Grant, and others equally 
well known. A few years later he supplemented this gift 
by a donation of fifteen thousand dollars, the income from 
which is to be used for the care and enlargement of the 
collection. Under his will an additional sum will be 
received for the same purposes. 



